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IN THIS 
ISSUE: 

We all love spirit week, so let 's take a look at what happened! Monday was Color Day! 
Freshmen had yellow, Sophomores had green, Juniors had red, and Seniors had blue. 
Seniors won with the majority of the class wearing blue, followed by the Juniors, 
Sophomores, and, lastly, the Freshmen.  

Tuesday was Hollywood Day with Freshmen as cowboys, 
Sophomores as villains, Juniors as superheroes, and Seniors as 
animated characters. Everyone was dressed up from Mermaid 
Man and Barnacle Boy to the Minions and Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. Surprisingly the Freshmen won that day! 

Wednesday was Class Day: Mismatch, Pajamas, Hawaiian, and 

Toga. The Seniors won yet again, forming an impressive throng of 

ancient Romans to wander the halls that day. 

 

Thursday was Decade Day and the hallway decorations went up. 
Freshmen had the band hallway. Their hallway theme was horror 
and they had 50?s day for dress.                           (Cont inued Pg. 2)



The Sophomores had the 60?s and 
decorated the hallway outside of the media 
center. Their theme was superheroes. 
Juniors decorated the cafeteria with 
animation and they had 70?s for dress. The 
Seniors had the 80's and the lobby and they 
also went all out. Their decorating theme 
was sci-fi. 

Friday was Tiger Pride Day! All grades went 
all out for this one, but the Seniors won 
again. In the end it all came down to the 
pep rally! Teams of students and teachers 
competed in a tricycle race, a blow-up suit 
race, tug-of-war, the spirit shout, and much 
more. There was cheerleading, the 
announcement of Seniors in fall sports, and 
the announcement of the homecoming 
court. Several staff members got pied in the 
face and had to kiss a goat!

Then came the best part - awarding the 
spirit stick! Points were awarded to each 
grade level based on daily participation, 
hallway decoration, and pep rally events. 
Sophomores came in fourth place.  In third 
place were the Freshmen! In second place, 
losing by only five points, were the Juniors. 
This meant the Seniors won the spirit stick! 

They celebrated 
by rallying 
everyone and 
taking off around 
the track field 
with the spirit 
stick until the end 
of the day when 
the bell rung. 

That night was the homecoming football 
game against Joppatowne. It was cold, but a 
good game. Rising Sun beat Joppatowne 
47-6!

And finally Saturday, the day of the 
homecoming dance. While the dance was 
crowded and it became pretty hot in the 
gym, the DJ continued to play favorites such 
as ?Africa,?  ?Country Roads,? and even a 
song from Mamma Mia!  The decorations 
were amazing too. In the end, everyone 
loves spirit week, and it boosts spirit too! 
 



The Beginning of  The End ? of  Senior  Year .  
By Ingr id Mil l er

 If you are a senior this year, you are most likely feeling the pressure. There are so 
many things to do: college visits, essays that many of us are procrastinating, and 
tons of confusing application questions all waiting to be submitted before various 
deadlines. It?s difficult to keep track of all these tasks on top of juggling classes, and 
part-time jobs. There are important decisions to be made, or else - well they may 
just be made for you. So seniors, stay positive for the great year ahead of us. There 
are many more memories to be made! Good luck!
 



I t ?s a punctuat i on m ar k .  You 
know - the r eplacem ent  of  a 
com m a and a coor dinat i ng 
conjunct i on div iding two 
independent  clauses.

But  what  does i t  m ean in  the 
contex t  of  su i cide awar eness?

You could end the sentence, but  
you don?t . You have to decide 
between a com m a and a per iod, 
so you choose the sem icolon to 
keep i t  going i nstead.

I f  you?ve ever  been depressed, 
you know  that i t?s tough to get 
over.  But there?s a di f ference 
between being sad and being 
chronical ly depressed, and i t l ies 
in what?s happening in your  head 
and how  you deal w i th i t.  
Someone who?s just sad 
sometimes probably has good 
coping mechanisms; but someone 
who has depression can?t simply 
?get over  i t?- i t?s an i l lness that 
affects the brain and causes an 
extr eme lack of a thing cal led 
dopamine, a chemical that 
controls feel ings of happiness and 
pleasure.

So what does depression have to 
do w ith suicide?  

When these extr eme feel ings get 
so bad that i t goes out of control, 
the person feels hopeless, lost, 
and at a point (sometimes cal led 
?dow ns?) that they see no other  
option.  I t?s incredibly dark and 
incredibly sad, but i t can be dealt 
w i th.

The tr icky par t is that a per son 
who?s suicidal often doesn?t want 
help.  They may say that they?re a 
?lost cause? and intentionally 
isolate themselves from their  
fr iends and family.  

For tunately, there are some signs 
of someone being suicidal that 
you can pick up on.  Some are 
pretty clear , l ike not eating much, 
talking less, and becoming less 
social.  Other  things, such as 
making suicide jokes al l  the time, 
talking about i t, and drastical ly 
changing their  appearance are 
often signs as well .  The impor tant 
thing is to take i t ser iously i f  you 
suspect that they might be 
suicidal.

How  can you help someone l ike 
this?  I t?s not as simple as tel l ing 
them ever ything w i l l  be okay, or  
asking them not to end their  l i fe.  

Her e ar e som e ways to m ake a 
di f fer ence:

Spend t im e w i th  them .  I f  i t?s 
your  fr iend, hang out a lot and do 
stuff  w i th them.  The most 
common time people decide to 
commit suicide is when they?re 
alone and have more of an 
oppor tuni ty to dwell on their  
negative thoughts.

Listen.  I t?s okay to talk about i t - 
actually, i t?s great.  I f  you?re up for  
discussing suicide w ith them and 
they?re comfor table talking to you 
about i t, si tting and talking can 
make a wor ld of di f ference.  
Letting them get i t out can be 
rel ieving, and often eye-opening.  
Something as simple as l istening 
can potential ly save someone?s 
l i fe and can keep them from 
feeling neglected or  isolated. 

Tel l  a t r usted adul t  even i f  i t ?s 
not  easy.  I f  your  fr iend is 
suicidal and the signs are clear , 
the most impor tant thing is to 
take i t ser iously.  Although they 
may say they don't want help, 
they need i t.  And they may be 
tel l ing you about i t because they 
do not know  any other  way to get 
i t. So i f  your  fr iend is feel ing 
suicidal and the signs are clear , 
the most impor tant thing is to get 
them help and keep them safe. 
The alternative - not saying 
something and losing that fr iend 

to suicide - just isn't wor th the 
r isk.

It seems almost l ike an unspoken 
rule that suicide shouldn?t be a 
conversation topic.  People can 
joke about i t, but why is i t that 
we?re al l  so uncomfor table 
discussing i t?  Don?t ignore the 
issue simply because i t makes you 
feel uncomfor table.  I f  your  fr iend 
might be suicidal, something you 
can do for  them is to assess the 
si tuation and understand i t better.

An ongoing but tr agical ly 
over looked problem is the neglect 
of kids w ith depression.  People 
tend to pass i t off  as just ?sad? or  
maybe that they?re quiet, but that 
old anti -bul lying slogan applies to 
this, too: I f  you see something, say 
something.  Don?t let suicide be 
over looked.  Don?t let this issue be 
passed off as unimpor tant 
because the longer  i t is 
over looked, the more tr agedies 
happen.

Suicide is ser ious.

And i t?s not a joke.

It?s impor tant to know  that this 
i l lness is usually ongoing.  I t 
doesn?t al l  happen immediately, 
so there are things you can do.  A 
suicidal per son may feel l ike 
there?s nothing that can be done 
and nothing can help, but the 
impor tance of suicide awareness 
is having hope for  them.

The sem icolon i s the sym bol  of  
su i cide awar eness because you 
could end the sentence, but  you 
don?t ;

 

WHAT'S A 
SEMICOLON? 
By Evelyn  Pot eet  

;



If  you som ehow don?t  already 
know, ROAR Bucks, which are 
apar t  of  our  PBIS program , are 
sl ips of  paper  t hat  facult y hand 
out  when t hey see f it . Som e st udent s have com plained in recent  years t hat  t eachers and ot her  
st af f  have forgot t en about  ROAR Bucks. This year , however , i t  seem s t hat  bot h t eachers and 
st udent s have been m ore ent husiast ic about  giving and receiving t hem . Wit h encouragem ent  
f rom  school adm inist rat ors and an increase in car t  i t em s, ROAR Bucks have becom e a m ainst ay in 
our  school. To answer  som e quest ions, your  very own Tiger  Tim es st af f  int erviewed Mr . Seem ans. 

Why do you t h ink  ROAR Bucks work  as an incent ive?

It comes down to having incentives students want. Research shows that incentives work for simple 
behaviors (following rules, helping others, etc.). 

What  do t eachers gain f rom  passing out  ROAR Bucks?

Teachers strengthen positive relationships with students and get to recognize students doing well 
instead of students violating the rules. 

When and how should ROAR Bucks be handed out ?

ROAR bucks should be handed out throughout the day for students who simply follow the rules, 
make a good effort, or other behaviors that we, as a staff, would like to see more of.

I know som e of  m y peers t h ink  ROAR Bucks and t he it em s you can earn w it h t hem  are inef fect ive 
and sil ly. What  are you doing t o com bat  t hese at t i t udes?

First off, I am sad to hear you and your peers think the incentives are ineffective and silly. I would 
welcome any suggestions that you think would be worthwhile. In the meantime, I have created a 
Student Round Table that is made of a diverse group of students to gain their insights on 
incentives they want, but also their feelings on how they are treated as students at RSHS on a daily 
basis. 

Will t here be m ore reduct ions in t he cost  of  t he car t  i t em s?

No and some items will be raised. Currently, we are spending a lot of money on food related 
items. I am glad students are buying them because that means they are earning ROAR Bucks, but 
we are going through a large amount of supply. 

Are ROAR Bucks handed out  based on charact er  or  a single act ion?

I would say they should always be handed out on a single action. However, if a teacher is seeing a 
positive change in a student 's character I would be glad to see them earn ROAR bucks for that. 
Again, it 's about recognizing growth and students doing good things.  

 

ROAR BUCKS: 
YOUR QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED

BY MOLLOY FOPPIANO 



In more recent years, the 
prevalence of the big 
shimmery 80s is at a high. It 
appears in our fashion, TV 
shows, and preferences. Is it 
just the 30-year kick rearing 
itself into 2018 or are we just 
longing for the days of 
yuppies in garishly large 
shoulder pads? Are the 80s, 
or our understanding of it, an 
escape? 

The resurgence of the ?big 
80s? is at its peak. The bright 
pops of searing neons, 
colliding geometric shapes, 
and synth-drenched ballads 
are all looked back upon with 
nostalgia and, if you?re 
someone my age, lust. While 
some trends were obviously 
goofy in hindsight, it?s only a 
telltale sign of how genuinely 
happy they were. Who would 
wear pink, deeply pleated 
pants or tease their hair up to 
the heavens if they had any 
qualms? The 80s were a time 
where anyone could be who 

they wanted; the women?s 
shoulder pads were a 
response to more women in 
higher-ranking positions. 
Both men and women could 
express themselves in this 
freeing time, while still being 
in the loop. Creativity was at a 
high in all respects: movies, 
TV, music, and technology. 
Two men created one the 
largest tech companies in a 
garage, we were going back 
to the future, and listening to 
some of the best music 
created yet--------but this is 
something of a farce, and 
while it may seem like the full 
truth, it isn?t always. We?ve 
only hit the surface level, the 
easiest to regurgitate top 
layer of glittery scum. The 80s 
were much more backward 
and corrupt than we give it 
credit for. These upbeat times 
were rife with discrimination, 
political upturn, and some 
god-awful music. 

For the purpose of this article, 
I will be covering the 80s in 
America. Our culture during 
that time was defined by 
excess, nationalism, and 
secrecy. While I?m sure some 
Americans were having a 
blast in the late 20th century, 
this decade also caused a lot 
of pain. 

The AIDS crisis is a defining 
moment from the 80s, but we 
seem to gloss over it when 
looking back on the decade. 
I?m sure you understand what 
AIDS is and the treatment 
that is available to those who 
are HIV+; it?s been drilled into 
our brains by our health 
teachers. However, the 
availability of correct 
information and even 
treatment opportunities 
were scarce in the 80s. The 
rise of the AIDS epidemic 
hit during Ronald Reagan?s 
administration, and the 

THE 80S: PURE  NOSTALGIA  OR SOMETHING  ELSE?  
By Mol l oy Foppiano

The bright pops of 
searing neons, 

colliding geometric 
shapes, and 

synth-drenched 
ballads are all looked 

back upon with 
nostalgia ... (Cont inued Pg. 6)



 actions taken to further prevent the spread of the disease 
were far too litt le.  The initial assumption for many in the 80s 
was that AIDS  only affected members of the LGBT community. 
Some infected men and women were ostracized, pushed to the 
bounds of society because of misinformation. Through the 
slow development of research and proper education, the 
government affected the lives of many. And while some 
underground ?safe-havens? arose in response, these were 
undoubtedly small and still faced high prejudice. 

People weren?t just being denied basic human respect and 
rights on the basis of orientation, but also race. Even though 
the Civil Rights Movement had taken place 20 years prior, 
tensions were still present. Corruption and police brutality still 
existed amongst some departments. For example, on 
December 17, 1979, Arthur McDuffie was unjustifiably killed. 
Even though McDuffie was speeding and driving without a 
license, his crimes do not justify what he faced that night. 
McDuffie died due to blunt force trauma. He was repeatedly 
assaulted with Kel-Lite flashlights, nightsticks and, at times, 
kicked. The officer who instigated the attack reportedly yanked 
McDuffie off of his motorcycle after he had already 
surrendered. McDuffie was brutally killed at the hands of at 
least 4 troopers that night, with several silent witnesses. Some 
even attempted to cover up this heinous act. Four men were 
tried, but only one was charged with second-degree murder. 
The results and handling of the trial started a protest that 
quickly turned into a riot. Businesses were lit on fire and 
looted, neighborhoods were destroyed. Eighteen people died 
in the 1980 Miami Riots. And that was just the beginning of 
rioting in response to police action.  In 1983, another riot broke 
out, this time after an officer shot Neville Johnson whilst 
attempting to disarm him, and again in 1989, after Clement 
Lloyd and his passenger, Allan Blanchard, died from their 
injuries. 

On a more lighthearted, yet obvious note, our love for blaring 
New Wave hits is also a bit wrong for a few reasons. While 
there are obviously some classics that range from genuinely 
well-crafted to extremely cheesy, there are also those 

The initial assumption 
for many in the 80s 
was that AIDS only 

affected members of 
the LGBT community.

(Cont inued Pg. 7)



top-of-the-charters that we can?t even care 
to remember. Ever heard of Jermaine 
Stewart, Nu Shooz, Glass Tiger, The System, 
Gregory Abbott, Stacey Q, or even Scritti 
Politti? Their songs were featured on 
Billboard?s Top 100 in 1986 and 1987 
respectively, and there?s a good reason why 
you may have no idea who these people 
are.  Their songs are objectively terrible.*  
They sound like rip-off versions of our 
favorite, most-beloved 80s jams, but many 
of these artists placed above well-regarded 
acts on the charts. These poppy, 
image-obsessed tunes are what effectively 
killed what we consider as the ?80s.? Songs 
like the ones above created a 
?counter-culture,? a sect of people who 
didn?t want to be defined by the plastic pop 
presented to them. Thus, the decade that 
we love for its music was the same decade 
that got sick of it after awhile. 

So why do we consciously or unconsciously 
forget the true 80s? Are we just longing for 
a time that was never truly ours? A time 
that is lush in problems, yet zany and goofy 
looking from the outside? Is it just plain 
escapism? Do we look back on the 80s as 
less sinister because we know that earlier 
decades are associated with some of 
America?s most tumultuous history? As 
someone who can recite Toto?s "Africa" 
verbatim and genuinely loves the ?look? of 
the 80s, even I can admit we?re getting a bit 
ahead of ourselves. I?m not saying we 
should be declaring the 80s as problematic, 
but we need to understand the time we are 
so desperately trying to get back to out of 
respect for those people whose 
experiences during the big 80s were less 
than shimmery. 

 

Author?s note: I listened to these 
artists and their awful chart-toppers, I 
can say in full confidence that all of 
these songs are only enjoyable for a 
second, then develop into the most 
painful listening experience I can ever 
imagine. 

What  Do You 
Want  t o Read?
The Tiger Times staff would 

love to know what our 
readers would like to see 

included in future issues. If 
you have an idea for a story 

or feature, let us know by 
completing the Google Form 

below:

https://tinyurl.com/yd478zqf

The Tiger Times staff would 
like to thank Gage Forsmark 
for designing our awesome 

new logos! 

https://tinyurl.com/yd478zqf

